
10 Key Issues Affecting Homeless Services in Ireland 

1. Record-High Homelessness Figures 

The number of people experiencing homelessness in Ireland has reached unprecedented levels, with over 

15,500 people, including nearly 4,800 children, living in emergency accommodation as of early 

2025[13][14][15]. 

2. Rising Family and Child Homelessness 

There has been a notable increase in the number of homeless families and children, with more families 

entering homelessness each month[13][15]. 

3. Overreliance on Emergency Accommodation 

Many individuals and families are stuck in emergency accommodation for extended periods, with limited 

pathways to permanent housing solutions[16][15]. 

4. Insufficient Supply of Social and Affordable Housing 

A lack of new social and affordable housing is a central driver of homelessness, with advocacy groups 

urging the government to prioritize vulnerable families in housing allocations[13]. 

5. Inadequate Prevention and Early Intervention 

Current policies are not sufficiently preventing people from becoming homeless, nor are they providing 

effective early interventions to keep at-risk individuals and families housed[13]. 

6. Economic Pressures and Cost of Living 

Rising living costs, including rent and basic necessities, are pushing more people into homelessness, 

especially those already on the margins[13][17]. 

7. Data Gaps and Classification Issues 

Changes in how homelessness is measured and classified can affect the accuracy of official statistics, 

making it difficult to track progress or identify emerging trends[16]. 

8. Strain on Support Services 

Homeless services are under significant pressure, with demand outstripping resources for 

accommodation, mental health, addiction, and family support[13][18]. 

9. Long-Term Homelessness and Complex Needs 

A growing number of people are experiencing long-term or repeat homelessness, often with complex 

needs such as mental health issues or addiction, requiring more intensive and coordinated support[13][18]. 



10. Challenges in Policy Coordination and Implementation 

Effective responses require stronger collaboration between government, local authorities, and NGOs. Gaps 

in policy implementation and coordination hinder progress toward ending homelessness by 2030[13]. 

These issues highlight the urgent need for systemic change, increased investment in social housing, and 

more effective prevention and support strategies to address Ireland’s homelessness crisis. 
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