
10 Key Issues Affecting Animal Welfare Services in Ireland 

1. Unprecedented Levels of Animal Cruelty and Neglect 

Animal cruelty and welfare concerns have reached record highs, with a 75% increase in case files 

submitted for potential criminal prosecution and a significant rise in animal surrenders and seizures, 

particularly among dogs and cats[1]. 

2. Overcapacity and Limited Resources in Animal Welfare Services 

Animal rescues and shelters are overwhelmed, with facilities full and only a small number of inspectors 

(nine nationwide for the ISPCA), forcing them to focus only on the most severe cases[1]. 

3. Enforcement Gaps and Limited Inspection Capacity 

Despite strong legislation, enforcement is hampered by insufficient personnel and resources, leading to 

infrequent and sometimes ineffective inspections, especially on farms and in high-risk industries like 

puppy farming[2][3]. 

4. Legislative Loopholes and Inconsistent Regulations 

Some sectors, such as greyhound racing, are exempt from key provisions of animal welfare laws, resulting 

in inconsistent protections and ongoing welfare concerns[2]. 

5. Weak Penalties and Sentencing 

Penalties for animal cruelty or neglect are seen as too lenient compared to other countries, with lower 

fines and shorter prison sentences, reducing the deterrent effect[2]. 

6. Proliferation of Puppy Farms and Poor Breeding Practices 

Ireland is known as the "puppy farm capital of Europe," with lax oversight and insufficient regulation of 

breeding establishments leading to ongoing welfare violations and health issues for animals[4]. 

7. Impact of Socioeconomic Factors 

The cost-of-living crisis and post-pandemic changes have left many people unable to care for their 

animals, resulting in increased abandonment and neglect[1]. 

8. Lack of Transparency and Barriers to Whistleblowing 

So-called "ag-gag" laws and insufficient transparency measures (such as the lack of mandatory CCTV on 

farms) hinder the detection and reporting of animal cruelty[2][3]. 

9. Insufficient Funding for Animal Welfare Charities 

Despite some increases in grants, financial support for animal welfare organisations remains inadequate, 

limiting their ability to respond to rising demand and to provide education and outreach[5]. 



10. Public Education and Responsible Pet Ownership 

There is a need for more robust public education on animal welfare and responsible ownership, including 

integrating animal welfare into the national curriculum and supporting new pet owners[5]. 

 

These issues collectively illustrate the complex challenges facing animal welfare services in Ireland, from 

legal and enforcement shortcomings to resource constraints and societal pressures[1][2][4][5][3]. 
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